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My Chriſtian Brethren. 


TIEING aſſembled to ſet apart this building for 
the purpoſe of public worſhip, you will natu- 
rally expect ſome account of the principles and ſen- 
timents of this ſociety, and of the manner in which 
our religious ſervices will be conducted. It will 
take up little of your time to give you a general idea 
of our views and opinions, and in ſtating them to 
you, 1 ſhall endeavour to do it with ſuch clearneſs 
and perſpicuity, as will prevent any one from enter- 
taining improper or miſtaken notions of them. 

The leading ſentiment of our faith, and what we 
conſider as the foundation of All rational religion, is 
the acknowledgement of the divine unity. In other 
words we believe, that there 1s but one God, the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is only 
one perſon or being; that he is unequalled in his 
perfections; that he is the firſt cauſe of all things; 


that the work of creation is his prerogative, and, 


B like 


E 


like his other perfections, incommunicable ; that 
he alone is our maker and governor, and on that 
account the only proper object of religious worſhip 
and adoration. 

We believe; that all things are under his direction, 
and ſubject to his controul; that nothing happens 
without his interpoſition and appointment; that no 
other being had any part in the original oontrivance, 
or is entruſted with the execution of that plan of 
government, which God has adopted, but that all 
beings are his creatures, and equally dependent 
upon him. . 

We believe, that God, the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, is the ſole author of that ſcheme of 
redemption which is revealed in the goſpel of his 
ſon; that Jeſus Chriſt was no other than his ſervant 
and meſſenger, acting by his authority and deriving 
his miraculous powers from him, 

We believe, that God forgives ſin of his own free 
grace and mercy ; that he wanted no inducement to 
reconcile Vim to his offending creatures: but that 
they, being alienated from God, the diſpenſation 
of the goſpel was intended to induce them to be 
reconciled to him, by aſſuring them of his love and 
compaſſion to the human race, by furniſhing them 
with motives to repentance and obedience to his 
commandments, with the hope of pardon, and with 
aſſurances of being received into the divine favour. 


We 


* 2 ů 2 — a 


4 


Et 31 


We believe, that forgiveneſs is offered to all who are 
truly penitent, and that none are excluded from an 
intereſt in the ſalvation of the goſpel, but thoſe who 
are unwilling to forſake the evil of their ways, and 
turn unto the Lord; that nothing but a holy lite 
and perſonal virtue will enſure the diving favour, and 
4 that habits of piety and devotion, and benevolence 
of mind are eſſential and neceſſary qualifications for 
the enjoyment of future happineſs. _ 
We think that the example which Chriſt has 
afforded is molt of all adapted to the imitation of his 
diſciples, becauſe he was a man of fimilar paſſions, 
| ſubject to the ſame infirmities, and expoſed to the 
= ſame temptations. 
[ We think that the ſufferings of Chriſt were in- 
tended as a trial of his virtue, and that in bearing 
them with patience and reſignation, he has exhibited 
| to his followers, a pattern of unſhaken fortitude in 
the moſt trying circumſtances. We conſider his 
1 voluntary ſubmiſſion to the death of the croſs, as 
| the moſt deciſive proof of his obedience to God, and 
of his love to mankind ; and contemplating his death 
in connection with his reſurrection, we think that 
the doctrines of remiſſion of ſin, and acceptance with 
God upon repentance and new obedience, aye abun- 
dantly confirmed, and the promiſe of eternal life is 
rendered ſecure and*unqueſtionable. We believe 
| that as Chriſt died, and roſe again for us, he will 
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appear at the laſt day to raiſe all mankind from the 


dead, and to render unto every man according to 


his works; and that his diſciples have peculiar reaſon 
to triumph in the proſpect of his ſecond appearance, 
inaſmuch as he has aſſured them, they ſhall be with 
him where he is, to behold and partake of his glory. 

We believe, that Chriſt having left the world 
and miraculous gifts and powers having ceaſed with 


the age of the apoſtles, mankind are left to the 


exerciſe of their own power and ability to do the 
will of God, aſſiſted by the principles, and motives 


of the goſpel, and animated by the expectations to 


which it raiſes them; the influence of which prin- 
ciples and motives is proportioned to the apparent 
evidence of their divine origin; and the encourage- 
ment afforded by which expectations ariſes from the 


unqueſtionable certainty of their fulfilment, 


While we deny that men are furniſhed with any 
ſupernatural aſſiſtance to diſcharge their duty, we are 
particularly ſolicitous to acknowledge the agency of 
the divine being. We conſider the connection 
between a life of holineſs, and the principles and 
motives of the goſpel, as proceeding from that 
conſtitution of things which God has cſtabliſhed. 
Believing, that he is the ſupreme diſpoſer of all 
events, and the giver of every good and perfect gift, 
we confeſs, that at the ſame time our ſalvation is to 


be ſecured by our own watchfulneſs and exertion, it 
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is God that worketh in us to will and to do, of his 
own good pleaſure. 

From this ſummary of our faith it is evident, that 
we reject many doctrines which are received as the 
doctri ipture by the majority of our fellow- 
chriſtians. We confine the attributes of deity to 
the Father. The divinity and pre- exiſtence of Jeſus 
Chriſt are doctrines we do not admit. We contend 
that his ſufferings could have no efficacy to purchaſe 
the pardon of fin ; that the ſalvation of believers is 
the conſequence of the free grace and mercy of God 
only ; and that all, who have lived a virtuous and 
holy life, and cultivated a benevolent diſpoſition, 
will be permitted to enter into the Kingdom of our 


Lord, 


To Dp you, in the moſt curſory manner, the 
reaſons which induce us to adopt ſuch ſentiments, 
and to ſhew how they are ſupported by reaſon and 
ſcripture, would take up too much of your time on 
the preſent occaſion. It will be my duty to offer 
theſe ſentiments, and the arguments on which they 
are built to your conſideration, as opportunities pre- 
ſent themſelves in the uſual courſe of our religious 
ſervices; afd I truſt, my brethren, that I ſhall be 
able to do it with that weight of evidence, and extent 
of candour, which will recommend them to your 
fayourable attention and regard, 

Agreeing 


[i ] 


Agreeing with the reſt of our fellow chriſtians, in 
the belief of the exiſtence of God; of his government 
and providence; of our accountableneſs to him; 
of his favour to the righteous, and of his diſpleaſuig 
towards the wicked; of the certainty of a reſurrection, 
and of a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, 
we retain every thing that is neceſſary to form a 
virtuous character, and to ſecure a proper conduct 
and behaviour in the intercourſes of ſociety. 

Believing in the rectitude of the divine government; 
in the univerſality of God's dominion ; in the bene- 
volence of all his deſigns ; in the care and attention 
of his providence z we have the ſame foundation 
with our fellow-chriſtians for truſt and confidence in 
God, the ſame reaſon to acquieſce in all his appoint- 
ments, and the ſame conſolation amidſt all the trials 
and afflictions of human lite. 3 

Believing in the divine miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
in the truth of the doctrines which he taught, in 
the obligation of the precepts of his goſpel, and in 
the ſuitableneſs of his example; acknowledging 
the value of that ſalvation the terms of which he 
came to reveal; and looking forward to his ſecond 
appearance as the delegated judge of all men, we 
think ourſelves entitled to the character of his diſ- 
ciples, if we conduct ourſelves in a manner conſiſtent 
with our profeſſion, and that in juſtice we ought 

not 


3 


not to be excluded by our fellow- chriſtians from 
partaking of the bleſſedneſs of his kingdom, or be 
denied an intereſt in their friendſhip and charitable 
regards. Believing that ſincerity of heart alone is 
is neceſſary to recommend his creatures to the favour 
of the Divine Being, we give a ſufficient ſecurity for 
our good will and charity towards our brethren, 
inaſmuch as 1t is evident, that what we conceive to 
be ſufficient to recommend-them to the favour of 
God, muſt be thought by us a ſufficient claim to 
the reſpect and eſteem of men. 

The ſentiments which we have now avowed will 
perhaps be found to diſagree with that ſyſtem of 
doctrines, which ſome of you have been taught to 
conſider as the doctrines of ſcripture : but we are 
not leſs perſuaded than yourſelves, that we have 
reaſon and ſcripture on our ſide. 

We are ſenſible, that in preſuming to differ from 
the majority of profeſſing chriſtians, we expoſe our- 
ſelves to their cenſures, and ſhall probably be charged 
with the guilt of ſchiſm and hereſy ; but we contend, 
that in avowing ſentiments which are pronounced to 
be unſcriprural and of human invention, we can only 
be influenced by a love of truth, and the perſuaſion 
that it is to be found in thoſe opinions which we 
have adopted. We further plead, that if we be 
miſtaken, no man 1s chargeable with the guilt of 
errors which he has taken the greateſt pains to 


avoid, 
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ayoid, and which, if perceived he would immediately 
correct; that he is accountable only for thoſe con- 
ſequences of his opinions which he acknowledges to 
ariſe from them, and that all others, however clearly 
they may appear to the reſt of mankind to be de- 
duced from the premiſes which he himfelf has laid 


down, are not to be advanced as evidence of wilful 


prejudice, or of allowed miltake. 
That religion is a perſonal concern; that faith 


depends upon evidence, and not upon the will; and 
that a man is accountable for his faith to God, and 
his own conſcience alone, and to men only for his 
conduct as a member of ſociety ; are propoſitions 


which we advance without fear of their being con- 


tefled, and on them we found the right of private 
judgment, and claim the forbearance and candour 
of our brethren. | 

Convinced that thoſe doctrines which are moſt 
ſimple and rational will beſt tend to promote virtue 
and happineſs, we think it our duty openly to profeſs, 
and zealouſly to recommend them to the conſidera- 
tion and reception of others. We think it of im- 
portance, that the public ſervices of religion ſhould 
be conducted in a manner conſiſtent with the peculiar 
ſentiments of every denomination of chriſtians, and 
that no opinions ſhould be introduced into their acts 
of devotion, but ſuch as are conſiſtent with their 


principles. To furniſh ourſelves and thoſe who join 
with 


1 

with us in ſuch views of things, with an opportunity 
of thus conducting the ſervices of religion, and to 
ſhew our ſenſe of the importance of public worſhip, 
this place has been erected. While we claim the 
right of worſhiping God in that manner which 
appears to us moſt rational and conſiſtent with his 
word, we are ready to allow, and recommend it to 
others to claim and to uſe the ſame liberty; and 
while we are zealous to recommend, and to extend 
the influence of thoſe ſentiments which we have 
adopted, we do profeſs that it is not to any particular 
ſentiments, but to truth we are attached, and it is 
only that we wiſh to propagate and eſtabliſh, 

In conductingour devotional ſervices a liturgy will 
be uſed®; and this mode of worſhip is adopted by us, 
becauſe we conceive it does in many reſpects more 
effectually ſecure the purpoſes of devotion than any 
other. Prayers repeated from a precompoſed form, 
in-which the people of the congregation take a part, 
are beſt calculated to engage the attention ; they 
relieve both miniſter and people from every employ- 


* This Liturgy which was uſed for the ſervice of the day, 
is entitled A Common Prayer Book, according to the plan 
« of the Liturgy of the Church of England, with ſuitable 
** ſervices.” Exeter, printed by T. Brice, and fold by 
J. Johnſon No. 72, St. Paul's Church-Yard, London. 
Price 45. ſewed. 
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ay oid, and which, if perceived he would immediately | 


correct ; that he is accountable only for thoſe con- 
ſequences of his opinions which he acknowledges to 
ariſe from them, and that all others, however clearl 
they may appear to the reſt of mankind to be ge- 
duced from the premiſes which he himſelf has laid 
down, are not to be advanced as evidence of wilful 
prejudice, or of allowed miſtake. 

That religion is a perſonal concern ; that faith 
depends upon evidence, and not upon the will; and 
that a man is accountable for his faith to God, and 
his own conſcience alone, and to men only for his 
conduct as a member of ſociety ; are propoſitions 
which we advance without fear of their being con- 
teſted, and on them we found the right of private 
judgment, and claim the forbearance and candour 
of our brethren. 

Convinced that thoſe doctrines which are moſt 
ſimple and rational will beſt tend to promote virtue 
and happineſs, we think it our duty openly to profeſs, 
and zealouſly to recommend them to the conſidera- 
tion and reception of others. We think it of im- 
portance, that the public ſervices of religion ſhould: 
be conducted in a manner conſiſtent with the peculiar 
ſentiments of every denomination of chriſtians, and 
that no opinions ſhould be introduced into their acts 
of devotion, but ſuch as are conſiſtent with their 
principles. To furniſh ourſelves and thoſe who join 


. with 


1 


with us in ſuch views of things, with an opportunity 
of thus conducting the ſervices of religion, and to 
ſhew our ſenſe of the importance of public worſhip, 
this place has been erected. While we claim the 


right of worſhiping God in that manner which 


appears to us moſt rational and conſiſtent with his 
word, we are ready to allow, and recommend it to 
others to claim and to ule the ſame liberty; and 
while we are zealous to recommend, and to extend 
the influence of thoſe ſentiments which we have 
adopted, we do profeſs that it is not to any particular 
ſentiments, but to truth we are attached, and it is 
only bat we wiſh to propagate and eſtabliſh, 

In condutingour devotional ſervices a liturgy will 
be uſed®*; and this mode of worſhip ĩs adopted by us, 
becauſe we conceive it does in many reſpects more 
effectually ſecure the purpoſes of devotion than any 
other. Prayers repeated from a precompoſed form, 
in-which the people of the congregation take a part, 
are beſt calculated to engage the attention; they 
relieve both miniſter and people from every employ- 


This Liturgy which was uſed for the ſervice of the day, 
is entitled A Common Prayer Book, according to the plan 
ce of the Liturgy of the Church of England, with ſuitable 
*« ſervices.” Exeter, printed by T. Brice, and ſold by 
J. Johnſon No. 72, St. Paul's Church-Yard, London. 
Price 45. ſewed. 
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ment, but that of SORE upon the heart the 


ſentiments which are uttered by the lips; and pre- 
'vent the poſſibility of any thing being introduced 
into the ſervice, but what is ſuitable to thoſe devo- 


tional feelings which ought to be excited. 


Allow me to hint, that thoſe perſons who may 


think ptopet to attach themſelves to this ſociety, 
'ſhould carefully examine the motives by which they 


are influenced, and ſhould take heed that they be 


not actuated by any that will not juſtify them to 
God, and their own conſciences. If they be not 
Perſuaded that the ſentiments we avow are true and 


ſcriptoral; if the manner in which our fervices are 
conducted do not appear to them well calculated to 
Excite a ſpirit of devotion ; if they be not ſenſible 


of the importance of public worſhip ; if they be not 


ſolicitous to eſtabliſh themſelves in virtuous princi- 


ples, and to form habits of piety, holineſs, and 
benevolence, they would do well to abſent themſelves 


from our affemblies; for it ſhould be remembered 


by us all; that to diſtinguiſh ourſelves by any pecu- 


Harity of. ſentiments, is to attract the eyes of the 


world, and to direct them to our conduct and beha- 


viour. To profeſs an attachment to the religion of 


; Chriſt, and a zeal to maintaia that religion in its 
native ſimplicity and purity; and to act in a manner 


mconliſtent with its precepts, is to do it the greateſt 
| diſfervice. 


n 
diſſervice of which we are capable. There are nq 
greater enemies to religion than the Inconliftent 
profeſſors of it, 
The relation which J ſuſtain to this congregation, 
I am ſenſible, requires of me perſevering. care and 


exertions. It will be my buſineſs to ſtate” to you 
the evidence of the truch and authenticity of the 


© ſacred ſcriptures, to unfold to you their meaning, to 
_ endeavour to make you ſenſible of their value, to 


engage you to ſtudy them with attention, to inſpire; 
you with a love of divine truth, and to attach you 
ſo firmly to the profeſſion of it, that no ſufferipgs ot 
perſecution with which you can poſſibly be exerciſed 


in the preſent ſtate, may be of ſuſficient ſtrengtii or 


ſeverity to make you deſert the cauſe. 

To lead you to virtue and holineſs, to impreſs 
upon your minds the principles and motives of, the 
goſpel, to animate you in your chriſtian courſe," to 


admoniſh you of the danger to which you are expoſed, 


from the enemies of your ſalvation, to warn you of 


the temptations to which you are liable, and to for- 


tify your minds with ſtrength ta reſiſt them, by 
bringing to your recollection the importance of the 


divine favour, and the pain and miſery to which a. 


vicious courſe will conduct you, are other duties 
which are connected with the exerciſe of the chriſtian, 
miniſtry, If a ſincere and earneſt defire of contri- 


buting to your edification; if reſolutions of zeal and 
+ diligence 3 3 
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- diligence if devout and fervent wiſhes for your beſt | 
Intereſt, and your everlaſting welfare, will in any 


degree aſſiſt me to diſcharge theſe duties, and will 
draw down the bleſſing of Almighty God upon my 
labours, I truſt I am not without thoſe qualifications 
which will render me ſerviceable to you, and to the 
intereſt of religion. At the ſame time, I am conſcious 


how frequently the warmeſt zeal is remitted, and 
how often the ſincereſt purpoſes of fidelity and dili- 


gence relax into careleſſneſs and indifference, It is 
impoſſible but that you will have repeated occaſions 


to exerciſe your candour and forbearance towards 


me: I am perſuaded that you are well diſpoſed to 
make every favourable allowance tor the weaknels 


of human nature, and will be ready to overlook 


every thing that does not proceed from allowed and 
wilful negligence. I am aware too of how much 


greater condemnation he will be thought worthy, 


who, at the ſame time, that he enjoins integrity of 
conduct, and conſiſtency of character upon others, 


is himſelf guilty of thoſe irregularities which he 


condemns, and runs into thoſe exceſſes which he 
pronounces criminal. But if this guilt be avoided, 
TI am ſure involuntary offences will not be ſeverely 
obſerved by you. ; 


JI To inveſtigate the principles of our holy religion, 


is a ſtudy, in which, I own to you, I enjoy peculiar 
pleaſure ; nor am I conſcious of any greater ſatiſ- 


faction 
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faction than what is experienced by me, when my 


reſearches into the meaning of the ſacred writings 


are happily crowned with ſucceſs. The duties of 
my proteſſion are thoſe in which I engage with the 
greateſt alacrity. But in my reſearches after truth 
I ſhall alſo be animated by a delire of promoting 
your improvement and edification. In the diſcourſes 
which I ſhall be called upon publickly to addreſs 
to you, it will be my object to communicate to you 
thoſe diſcoveries which appear to me to be moſt 
important ard uſeful. To the candid enquirer. I 
ſhall at all times be ready to impart that knowledge, 
which the employments of my profeſſion afford me a 


more favourable opportunity of attaining. than can 


be enjoyed by thoſe who are engaged in the buſineſs 
of the world. To be ſnccelpfal. in extending the 
knowledge of the truth, I ſhall conſider as an ample 
compenſation for all the labour I. have beſtowed on 
the inveſtigation of it; and to be inſtrumental in 
communicating to you that peace and ſatisfaction 
which reſult from juſt views of God and of his 
government, will be a perpetual ſource of pleaſure 
to me, amidſt all the diſcouragements, which are 
connected with the exerciſe of the chriſtian miniſtry 
among proteſtant diſſenters. 

In addreſſing you from this place, I ſhall conſider 
myſelf at liberty to bring forward, and” to ſupport 
thoſe ſentiments, by the profeſſion of which we are 

particularly 
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| particularly characteriſed, and to oppoſe thoſe, which 
| appear to me to be irrational, and inconſiſtent with 
| with the word of God; but in doing fo, I truſt I 
Ll | ſhall never loſe ſight of that reſpect for the ſentiments 
itt of others, or that candour towards their perſons, to 
which every honeſt mind is entitled. My firſt object 
will be to convince you of- the importance. of right 
conduct, and next to that, I would make you ſen- 
ſible of the value of right ſentiments; they are too 
intimately connected to be ſeparated. Truth is too 
important to be concealed and juſt views of things are 
too nearly allied to the practice of virtue to be con- 
ſidered as of little conſequence by its advocates. 
And now, my brethren, I commend you to God and 
the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among all thoſe who are 
ſanctißed; to bim be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen, | 1 . 
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Marr. xviii. 20. 


For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midſt of them. 


MONGST the various ſubjects, which offer 

for our diſcuſſion from the pulpit, thoſe are 
certainly proper and uſeful, which more immediately 
tend to aſſiſt you to underſtand the true meaning of 
the Holy Scriptures ; and, eſpecially, to aſcertain the 
ſenſe of ſuch paſſages, as are frequently quoted ac- 
cording to their ſound, without inveſtigating the 
connexion or allowing for the peculiar idiom of 
of ſcripture language. It is the more neceſſary to 
bring forward and examine ſuch paſſages, as the in- 
dolence and inattention of many tempt them too eaſily 
to acquieſce in a ſenſe, in which they have been ac- 
cuſtomed to hear thoſe texts mentioned ; and which 
they feel a reluctance to give up. This reluctance is 
increaſed, if ſome-opinions, in their apprehenſions, 
particularly ſacred and important, -ariſe from this 
received 


* 
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received interpretation and are ſupported by it. By 


this means error, while the ſound of ſcripture is a 


made a ſanction to it, taketh deep root. 
Thus the Lutherans explaining the words of our 


text, according to the literal ſenſe, have argued from 
it againſt the actual aſcenſion of Chriſt into heaven; 
and have endeavoured to ſupport by it their notion, 
that his aſcenſion denotes not a change of place, but 


of condition. By the Papiſts, the words have been 


alledged to juſtify the claims of ſy nods and councils, 


to authority and infallibility*®. And others have 
often produced them as an argument of the deity-of 


Chriſt, becauſe it is conceived the text aſcribes to 


Him that immenfity which belongs only to deity. 


Theſe hints may ſerve to give you a conviction of 


of the expedience, nay importance, of not taking it 


for granted, without enquiry, that the ſenſe of a text 


commonly adopted is the true one, An enquiry, at 


leaſt, ſhould be made into the matter; if that en- 


quiry eſtabliſh the uſually received ſenſe, it will be a 
ſatisfaction to us, that what we have before taken on 


authority we now diſcern to be a juſt interpretation; 


and if the reſult ſhould be otherwiſe, our minds will 


gain new light, and we ſhall be put, or kept, in the 


tract of becoming interpreters of ſcripture for our- 


* Phillippi a Limborch Theologia Chriſtiana : lib; iii. cap. 
wiv. 5 18, 19. et lib. vii. cap. xix, 5 26. Editio tertia, 


1700. 
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ſelves. Should the detection of a falſe interpretation 
of a text diſpoſſeſs us of ſome favourite principle and 
the inferences connected with it,. yet it will eſtabliſh 
in our minds the authority of ſcripture itſelf and ſug- 

geſt other inſtructions and principles as uſeful, 
practical, and devotional; accompanied with this 
advantage, of appearing to our judgment and con- 


viction juſt and true. But theſe reflections carry me 


too far from my particular deſign, which is 

To examine the meaning of Chriſt's gracious pro- 
miſe in the text: And 

To point out the leſſons to be drawn from it, 
whether ſuch as are always uſeful, or thoſe which 
are particularly pertinent to the occaſion of our pre- 
ſent meeting. 

Firſt, Let us examine the meaning of this encou- 
raging promiſe; ©* Where two or three are gathered 


together in my name, there am I in the midſt 


g of them.” The points which, obviouſly, offer to 
our conſideration are, to whom is this aſſurance given 
and what is its import? 

 [They, to whom the promiſe is made, are deſcribed 
as thoſe who * are gathered together in the name of 
« Chriſt,” In the preceding verſes, our Lord Chriſt 
lays down the method, which he would have taken 
with © a brother,” i. e. a fellow chriſtian, who had 
committed ſome fault, againſt another, He recom- 


ends firſt a private admonition from the perſon of- 
D fended 
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fended to him who had committed the fault: which, 
if it be not efficacious, is to be repeated in the pre- 
ſence of two or three other perſons. Should this be 
ineffectual, the matter is to be laid before the whole 
Congregation, or church. If the advice and admo- 
nition. of the congregation ſhould be diſregarded, the 
irreclaimable' offender is to be cut off from their 
communion aud to be conſidered as one of the 
world at large, with whom they have no particular 
connection. 

To authoriſe his apoſtles to lay down this mode 
of proceeding as a rule for the conduct of his diſciples 
in future ages, and to act upon it in their own mi- 
niſtry, he adds a general declaration of the divine 
ſanction which would accompany their inſtructions : 
« Verily I fay unto you, whatſoever you ſhall bind 
„on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven: and whatſo- 
ce ever you ſhall looſe on earth ſhall be Iooſed in 
& heaven :” i. e. © When I am removed from you, 


the powers that I now have will devolve upon 


* you by the deſcent of the holy ſpirit; and 
& whatever you do by the direction of that ſpirit 
&* ſhall be ratified in heaven*,” Nay, he extends 
this encouragement to their prayers in his cauſe, 
as well as to their preaching. © Again, I fay 
e unto you, that if two of you ſhall agree on earth, 


Las touching any thing, that they ſhall aſk, it ſhall 


Dr. Prieftley's Harmony in loc. 
— ce be 
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& be done for them of my father who is in heaven.“ 
Though theſe words refer, particularly, to the apoſtles 
and to the age of miracles, yet they afſord a juſt 
ground for the fine moral leſſon, which ſome good 
commentators have drawn from them: viz. © That 
* union Is ſo pleaſing to God, eſpecially that union 
* which has for its object the mutual improvement 
* of one another in virtue and the correcting of each 
* others' errors, that it may hope for the greateſt 
* affiſtapce and hleſſing from heaven*.” 
Theſe particular aſſurances, appropriate to the 
caſe of the apoſtles, are ſupported and ſucceeded 
by a general declaration of favour to whoſoever, 
though meeting in ever ſo ſmall a number, aſſembled 
in the name of Chriſt, and for his cauſe. * For 
* where two or three are gathered together in my 
* name, there am I in the midſt of them.“ )] 
The Jews, it ſeems, had a notion that ten ſhould 
concur in ſocial prayer, if any extraordinary ſucceſs 
were expected. And it is thought, that there may 


Ces paroles ne doivent pas ſe prendre à la lettre. Le 
ſens eſt, que I'union eſt fi agreable & Dieu, ſur tout cette 
union qui ſe forme dans le deſſcin de ſe porter les uns les 
autres à la vertu, et de ſe corriger mutuellement, que dans 
cet Etat il n'y a point de grace qu'on ne puiſſe eſperer de 
Dieu. Beauſobre et Lenfant in loc. 

+. The paragraphs between the crotchets were omitted in 
the delivery of the diſcourſe. 
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be in the text a reference to this opinion®. But, as 
it was an amiable trait in the character of Chriſt, 
that he affected not parade nor quoted popular 


LET applauſe ; ſo the grace and bleſſings of the goſpel 
are freely, and with great condeſcenſion, offered to 


all, who will receive them throughout the earth, 
without regard to their rank or number, Every. 
humble, pious ſuitor will be acceptable. No one 
who acteth upon the authority of Chriſt, and ſeeketh 
his glory, ſhall loſe his reward. Two or three, 
gathered together in his name will meet with the 
approbation of heaven. 

[The exact rendering of the words+ would be into 
my name, which is ſomewhat different from a more 
common phraſef, in the name of Chriſt. The latter 
ſignifies acting by his authority and according to his 
inſtructions. The former more ſtrictly denotes 
making a profeſſion of his religion and purſuing a 
conduct which has, for its object, his honour and 
cauſe, The difference indeed is not very material : 
for the profeſſion of his religion implies the belief of 
his divine miſſion and authority, and every ſtep we 
take to advance his cauſe muſt be regulated by the 
inſtructions of his goſpel. It is ſufficient, that the 


Poli Synopſis et Doddridge in loc. 
T Eis To ovojun, | 
I Ev Ty orpuers, See Sykes on Redemption, p. 176, 177. 
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phraſe clearly points out, that the aſſociation of twa 
or three, to which the bleſſing is promiſed, is not on 
the ground of civil friendſhip or for the purpoſe of 
ſecular intereſt ; but of a religious nature, animated 
by evangelical piety and directed to the advancement 
of the chriſtian cauſe, 

The duties of religious worſhip come, more eſpe” 
cially, under this deſcription. But whether they 
be ſtated or occaſional, according to our uſual 
cuſtom or at ſome extraordinary call, the promiſe 
extends to them all, and looks with the ſame encou- 
raging aſpect on each. Nay, ſeveral may meet 
together, without joining in prayer, only to commu» 
nicate or receive inſtruction in chriſtian truth, or to 
form ſchemes and conſult together for the ſpread of 
chriſtian knowledge, and to promote, on the prin» 
ciples of the goſpel, the practice of piety and virtue; 
and they may be truly ſaid to aſſemble together 
« for the name of Chriſt,” Every meeting that 
hath his honour, the advancement of his cauſe, 
among ourſelves or with others, for its end, will be 
owned and bleſſed by heaven. But this leads me] 

To conſider the import of Chriſt's gracious pro- 
miſe : © There am I in the midſt of them.” If the 
text hath any difficulty, it lieth in this clauſe, But 


. © the phraſe ſo often occurs in other places, that if it 


be miſunderſtood here, it is owing to our overlooking 
thoſe paſſages; in which, though it doth not come 
from 
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From the lips of Chriſt, yet the general language is 
the ſame, and the ſenſe there is properly a key to 
its meaning here. 

To be with auy one, is to afford favour, protection 
and bleſſing, Thus Gen. xxi. 20. God is ſaid zo be 
with Jſomaet; becauſe he was preſerved and provided 
for, i in the wilderneſs. And, yer. 22. Abimelech, 
ſeeing the proſperity which attended the patriarch, 
ſays unto Abraham : © God is with thee in all thou 
« doſt.” God himſelf, chap. xxviii. 15. on account 
of the protection and other bleſſings he promiſed to 
Jacob, ſays, ©& Behold I am with thee.” Becauſe 


. Joſeph was a proſperous man the hiſtorian remarks, 


chap. xxxix. 2. * The Lord was with him.” When 
a ſecurity againſt their enemies is aſſured to the 
Ifraclites, it is confirmed by this e declaration; 
The Lord thy Gyd is amongst you.” When, at 
the ſame time, the Divine Being was about to diſplay, 
himſelf to them, not by a viſible preſence, but by 
his power in ſending harnets amongſt their enenues 
to deſtroy them. Deut. vii. 21. 

On the contrary, when it is threatned to the Iſ- 
raclites, that they ſhould not be ſucceſsful in battle, 
and that heavy judgments ſhould befal them, the 
ground of their calamities is ſaid to be that © the 
Lord was not amongst tbem: meaning, not that 
his perſonal preſence would be withdrawn, for that 
” muſt ever fill all places, but that his favour and 

bleſſing 


Bo 


bleſſing would be withheld. Deut. i. 42. chap. 
xxxi. 17. 

This is the general meaning of the phraſe: it 
imports the communication off aſſiſtance and a bleſ- 
ſing in whatever way that aid or bleſſing is afforded. 
It is by no means limited to a viſible and perſonal 
preſence. So that it might be truly and properly 
uſed by holy men, acting under a divine authority, 
and promiſing the divine protection and favour : 
who, though ſpeaking in their own perſons, are to 
be underſtood as ſpeaking only in the name of God, 
or as his voice; uttering his declarations and pro- 
nouncing, as his mouth, his promiſes. 

It deſerves attention, that the' very language of 
our text is thus uſed by Moſes : when ſo far from 
intending his own future, real preſence, he was 
delivering his laſt, his dying exhortation to the 
Iſraelites and to Joſhua, his ſucceſſor. And he 
* gave Joſhua, the ſon of Nun, a charge and ſaid, 
* Be ſtrong and of good courage; for thou ſhalt 
« bring the children of Iſrael into the land which I 
© ſware unto them, and I will be with thee.” Deut. 
xxxi. 23. | 

After this can we be ſurpriſed, that the holy Jeſus, 
in whom dwelt the fulneſs of all ſpiritual gifts and 
powers, ſhould adopt this language : or can we 
miſtake his meaning, when he ſaith, where two or 
* three are gathered together in my name, there am 
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I in the midſt of them,” If his words had been 


conſidered in connection with thoſe of Moſes, his 
meaning could not have been miſtaken. - But chriſ- 
tians, in after ages, firſt adopted erroneous notions 
of his perſon and character, and then applied thoſe 
notions as the rules of interpreting his language, 
and not the meaning which that ſame language 
bears in ſcripture itſelf, 

A little attention indeed, to our Lord's words, in 
other places, would have convineed men, that he 


ſpake not here, of a real and perſonal preſence. For, 


when he was expreilly forewarning his diſciples, 
that he ſhould be taken from them and go to his - 
Father, he adds; I will not leave you orphans; 
% will come unto you: 1. e. not in his own perſon, 
but by the ſpirit of truth, who ſhould abide with 
them. John xiv. 18. compared with the 16th 
verſe. In the ſame manner of expreſſion he ad- 
dreſſed Paul in a viſion : © Be not afraid, but ſpeak 
« and hold not thy peace; for I am tvith thee,” 
which was only an aſſurance, that the preaching of 
the apoſtle ſhould be accompanied with a divine 
power and protection, and be very ſucceſsful, For 
it is added; No man ſhall ſet on thee, to hurt 
« thee: for I have much people in this city.” 
Acts xviii. 10. 

Thus the gracious promiſe in the text, holds forth 
an aſſurance of the good effects, waich ſhould follow 

| the 
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the aſſembling together in his name*®. The bleſſing 
of heaven would attend it, and ſucceſs would crown 
it, From this reſearch it may be ſubmitted to you, 
whether the words are not properly paraphraſed by 
a great writer. Whenever ſo few of you are 
t aſſembled, as chriſtians, for any purpoſe that 
e reſpe&ts my religion, it is the ſame thing as if 
© myſelf were there: ſo that your preps and your 
te acts will have the ſame. force as mine .“ 

This interpretation is eſtabliſhed by facts that 
occur in the New Teſtament, which both elucidate 
the meaning, and confirm the truth of Chriſt's pro- 
miſe. The appeal may be made to the hiſtory of 
the converſion of Cornelius : , when, at a private 
family meeting of his k inſmen and near friends, as 
Peter was preaching, and they were aſſembled to 


hear all things that were commanded them of God, 


the holy ſpirit fell on them, Thus Chriſt was with 
that ſele& party. The appeal may be made to the 
hiſtory of the preaching of Philip to the eunuch : 
when ſuch a bleſſing attended the converſation of 
theſe two perſons on the character of Chriſt, that 
the mind of the nobleman was convinced, he was 
baptized, and being enlightened and converted, by 


the knowledge of the truth, he went on his way 


* Bp. Pearce thus gloſſes the words. See his Commentary, 


+ Dr. Prieſtley's Harmony in loc. 
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Njoicing. Were not, in this inſtance, the words of 


Chriſt truly accompliſhed. 


In ſhort, it is agreeable to the current manner of 
Chriſt's expreſſing himſelf to repreſent that as done 
by him and his power'or preſence, which was done 
by the ſpirit and power of God in confequence of 
his word and in fulfilment of his promiſe. So he 


tells the apoſtles, John xiv. 13, 14. Whatſoever 


* you ſhall aſk in my name that will 7 do; if you 
«aſk any thing in my name, I will do it.” But a 
little after, in the ſame farewel converſation, he 
adds; chap. xvi. 23. In that day ye ſhall aſk me 
“ nothing. Verily, verily I ſay unto you, whatſoever 


ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, he will give it 
&« you.” By which it appears, that Chriſt did not 


mean that he himfelf ſhould do the miraculous works 
which he promiſed ſhould be performed in confir- 
mation of the goſpel, but his heavenly Father. So, 
in the text, he is to be underſtood, not as engaging 


to be perſonally and really preſent, but, as aſſuring 


us that his heavenly Father would own and bleſs 
thoſe, how few ſoever, who ſhould meet together in 


his name. In the ſame manner as Moſes could not 


be ſuppoſed to promiſe to be himſelf, after he was 
dead, with Joſhua ; bur that God would be with 

him by his power and protection. 
But it may be thought, that too much time and 
labour have been given to explain a phraſe, the 
| meaning 
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meaning of which is not far to ſeek, And certainly 


this might be ſaid, if a concluſion had not been 


drawn from the text, which entirely confounds the 
character of Chriſt with bat of the Being who filleth 
heaven and earth. Our Lord uniformly ſpeaks of 
himſelf under the character of one of the human 
race, as having been born into this world, as coming 
into the world to execute a divine commiſſion, and 
as about to leave the world and go to his Father, 
Through all the New Teſtament he is ſpoken of as 
having lived on earth, executed his miniſtry by jour- 
neying from one place to another, having died on 


the croſs, having been raiſed from the dead, and 


being aſcended into the heavens which are to receive 
him till the time of the reſtitution of all things. All 
this language aſcribes to the holy Jeſus only the 
ſame limited, local preſence as belongs to any cne 
of mankind. - Yet from the text he hath been 
concluded to be omnipreſent and to be therefore the 
Supreme Deity. From what hath been offered you 
will judge, with what force and truth this concluſion 
is drawn? You will judge, whether the fame con- 
clufion might not, with equal truth and propriety, 
be drawn from the words of Moſes ? 

Far be it from us to depreciate Chriſt Jeſus in the 
apprehenſion of any. Far be it from us to deny 
him any excellence or dignity, really connected with 
his character or nature. We wiſh only to aſſiſt you 
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Kjoicing, Were not, in this inſtance, the words of 
In ſhort, it is agreeable to the current manner of 
Chriſt's expreſſing hwnſelf to repreſent that as done 
by him and his power'or preſence; which was done 
by the ſpirit and power of God in confequence of 


his word and in fulfilment of his promiſe. So he 


tells the apoſtles, John xiv. 13, 14. © Whatſoever 
&* you ſhall aſk in my name that will 7 do; if you 
«aſk any thing in my. name, I will do it.” But a 
little after, in the ſame farewel converſation, he 
adds; chap. xvi. 23. In that day ye ſhall aſk me 
nothing. Verily, verily I ſay unto you, whatſoever 


4 ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, he will give it 
&« you.” By which it appears, that Chriſt did not 


mean that he himſelf ſhould do the miraculous works 
which he promiſed ſhould be performed in confir- 
mation of the goſpel, but his heavenly Father. So, 
in the text, he is to be underſtood, not as engaging 
to be perſonally and really preſent, but, as aſſuring 
us that his heavenly Father would own and bleſs 
thoſe, how few ſoever, who ſhould meet together in 
his name. In the fame manner as Moſes could not 
be ſuppoſed to promiſe to be himſelf, after he was 
dead, with Joſhua ; bur that God would be with 
him by his power and protection. 

But it may be thought, that too much time and 


labour have been given to explain a phraſe, the 
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meaning of which is got far to ſeek, And certainly 
this might be ſaid, if a concluſion had not been 
drawn from the text, which entirely confounds the 
character of Chriſt with that of the Being who filleth 
heaven and earth. Our Lord uniformly ſpeaks of 
himſelf under the character of one of the human 
race, as having been born into this world, as coming 
into the world to execute a divine commiſſion, and 
as about to leave the world and go to his Father, 
Through all the New Teſtament he is ſpoken of as 
having lived on earth, executed his miniſtry by jour- 
neying from one place to another, having died on 
the croſs, having been raiſed from the dead, and 
being aſcended into the heavens which are to receive 
him till the time of the reſtitution of all things. All 
this language aſcribes to the holy Jeſus only the 
ſame limited, local preſence as belongs to any one 
of mankind. Yet from the text he hath been 
concluded to be omnipreſent and to be therefore the 
Supreme Deity. From what hath been offered you 
will judge, with what force and truth this concluſion 
is drawn? You will judge, whether the ſame con- 
clufion might not, with equal truth and propriety, 
be drawn from the words of Moſes ? _ 

Far be it from us to depreciate Chriſt Jeſus in the 
apprehenſion of any. Far be it from us to deny 
him any excellence or dignity, really connected with 
his character or nature. We wiſh only to aſſiſt you 
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to form juſt and ſcriptural ideas of it. And it ought 
to be conſidered, while men are moſt fitly atraid of 
degrading him in their own conceptions, or in the 
repreſentations they give of him, whether there ought 


not to an holy fear, leſt they detract, though unin- 


tentionally, from the peerleſs majeſty of the Ons 
Gop and FarTrHER of all. Omnipreſence can really 
belong only to one being or perſon, and if it be 
aſcribed to any other, is it not, as it were, to ſet up 
a rival to the Supreme, and to divide his eſſential, 
diſtinguiſhing perfections? It was the declaration 
of Chriſt himſelf; „1 ſeek not my own glory; I 
c honour the FaTazr,” In this, as well as other 
inſtances, his example ſhould govern us: and we 
ſhould be jealous for the. glory of God the Father, 
as well as zealous for the honour of his Chriſt, In 
the caſe before us the honour of Chriſt. is preſerved 
by underſtanding his words, as the language is to be 
underſtood in other places, and by confiding in the 
truth of his gracious promiſe. . This brings me to 


the practical reflections ariſing from our ſubject. 


1. This is great encouragement to our religious 
worſhip and to our joint endeavours, to ſerve the 
cauſe of Chriſt. By the explanation, which we have 
given of our text, the conſolation and encouragement 
it adminiſters is not diminiſhed, but is preſerved in 
its full force: that does not depend on the ſtrict and 
literal ſenſe of the words, Were Chriſt perſonally - 

preſent 
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preſent with thoſe aſſembled in his name, no benefit 
or comfort would-be derived from it, unleſs he were 


to exerciſe his gracious influence and favour. It is 
the power of Chriſt diſplayed on our behalf, that 


makes the bleſſing. That power, though he be 
withdrawn from our world, may reſt upon us by 
the efficacy of his word and ordinances and by God's 
gracious regard of our intercourſes for the name of 
his ſon, If our prayers be accepted and our endea- 
vours be followed with good effects, this is a com- 
fort; this is a bleſſing, 

Every enterprize is undertaken with ſpirit, in pro- 
portion as we have reaſon to expect ſucceſs. What 
can be a greater encouragement, a more animating 
motive to exertion, than the promiſe of God? Of 
that God, whoſe benevolence is everlaſting and whoſe 
truth is unchangeable. Theſe promiſes reach to us, 
on whom the ends of the world are come. Where 
the diſpoſitions are equally fincere, humble and pious, 
where the cauſe is the ſame, and where the purpoſes 
are the ſame, the grace and favour, as the occaſion 


requires, will be the ſame. 


The bleſſed Jeſus, we may ſuppoſe, particularly 
referred in the words of the text, to the miraculous 
powers and gifts, which would accompany the la- 
bours of the apoſtles and be poured out on the firſt- 
believers. But theſe were given as teſtimonials of 
the divine favour; theſe were beſtowed with a fur- 

ther 
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ther.view than to diſplay, extraordinary energy; with 
a view to the converſion and edification of mankind 
were they beſtowed. This view is till carried on 
by the preaching of the goſpel and by the fervent 
prayers and zealous exertions of the diſciples of 
Chriſt. The text aſſures us that theſe prayers and 


exertions will not be loſt. 


The divine bleſſing is not limited to one ke of 
time: nor is the energy of divine truth, of that 
goſpel which is © the power of God unto ſal vation,“ 
confined to one age. Thrqugh all time the taber- 
nacle of God is with the children of men. In every 


age is he preſent with the devout, humble mind; 


In every age, where two or three are gathered to- 
gether, from pure affection to the cauſe of his ſon, 
their deſign will be accepted and bleſſed. 

We ſhould have eſteemed it an happineſs to have 
converſed with Chriſt in the days of his fleſh, and 


to have heard from his lips the heavenly words of 


truth and life. We ſhould have reckoned it a pri- 
vilege, to have ſeen the ſtorms and winds obeying 
his voice, and diſeaſes healed-or demons diſpoſſeſſed 
by his word. We ſhould rejoiced to have been with 
that favoured company of his diſciples, whom he 
t led out as far as Bethany; and lifting up his hands 
« blefled them.” But more important bleſſings, 
more valuable effects are intimated to us by the 


promiſe of the text, There our wonder might be 
(Roms 4 


t 


excited; dur curioſity gratified : but here are we to 
to expect the advancement of ſpiritual perfection 
and happineſs. 

Let ever ſo few be gathered together in | the name 
of Chriſt, the word of truth enlightens them : the 
the doctrine of ſalvation edifies and improves them: 
God looks upon them with favour ; and the end of 
their aſſembling together will not be loſt, Our 
religious aſſemblies, it is to be' lamented, are often 
thin ; and our houſes of prayer empty. But 4s not 
this a thought full of conſolation and encouragement, 
that the favour of God reſts upon them, and that his 
bleſſing will follow them? In one way or other the 
good effects will appear either in our devout pleaſure 
and religious edification, or in qur future recompence 
with that being, who will not forget the works of 
faith and the labours of love. We learn from this 
ſubject, 

2: That it ſhould not diſcourage us, though 
few ſhould join us in religious worſhip, or unite 
with us in our pious exertions for the cauſe of Chriſt. 
It is undoubtedly, pleaſing to ſee a full aſſembly 
and it invigorates the ſpirits, We wiſh to have 
our conduct and purſuits ſanctioned by others. We 
feel a reluctance to ſtand alone in any cauſe : it 
ſeems to expoſe us to ſhame, and we fear that our 
beſt endeavours, if unſupported, will be ineffectual. 


4 * inconſideration, or the force of the 
imitative 
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imitstive faculty, we follow the multitude, merely 
becauſe it is the multitude. | | 
But would men reflect, they would perceive, that 
the deference paid to numbers is not rational, nor 
neceſſary to any purpoſes of perſonal improvement, 
to uſefulneſs to the cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs, 
or to our acceptance with God“. Such, through all 
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* Since this diſcourſe was tranſcribing for the preſs, the 
author has met with the following remarks of a valuable 
writer for liberty, free enquiry and catholiciſin, in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth. Our labour ſhould be given, ſays 

| he, not to purchaſe votes and obtain a ſuperiority of num- 

| bers, but to diſcover thoſe fundamental principles of truth, 
| [ on which every one may diſcern that he can ſafely rely. 
. « We often ſee, that God, by the moſt deſpiſed inſtruments 

| « diſperſes the clouds of error. But as long as a' ſubmiſſion and 
1 «« deference are paid principally to numbers and to external 
| « dignity and ſplendor ; as long as the concurring judgment 
«« of the majority paſſeth as a law); nothing is more certain, 

{| *« thatſo long, generally, will Satan prevail.“ Non tantopere - 
1 laboretur in redimendis ſuffragiis, eorumq; implendo qui vin- 
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4 i cere poſſit numero; ſed magis ut ea invenirentur veritatis fun- 
1 if } damenta, quibus videret ſe tuto quiſq; poſſe initi. Viderimus 
j il | profecto non raro, etiam per contemptiſſimum quemque, 

} | Deum magnas disjicere errorum nebulas. Atquamdiu nume- 


100 ro, atq; extemz dignitatis ſplendori primæ potioreſque tri- 
wy buentur partes ; quamdiu majoris partis conſenſus, quaſi legis 
ni loco fuerit. nihil certius eſt, quam fore, ut plerumque vincat 
11Þk Satanas. Acontii Stratagemata Satanæ. 1652. lib. iv. p. 
| 188, 189, i. e. The Stratagems of Satan. An author from 
whom Mr. Lindſey quotes ſome fine paſſages in his Hiftoricat 
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ages, hath been the ſtate of the world, that the good 
done hath been, frequently, owing to a few. Who 
were the lights of the heathen world, but a ſmall 
number of philoſophers, riſing up in different periods 
and thinly ſcattered through various countries ? 
What was the ſtate of the jewiſh church when 
Elijah, ſeeing the corruptions of the times thought 
that he was left alone in his adherence to the worſhip 
of the true God ? In the Babyloniſh captivity, 
what proportion did the Jews bear to the nation, 
amongſt whom they reſided? Yet the union of the 
three pious worthies in diſobeying the idolatrous edict 
of Nebuchadnezzar, andthe ſolitary worſhip of Daniel 
were ſignalized with the approbation of heaven and 
productive of important good conſequences. What 
was the caſe in the commencement of chriſtianity, 
and during the miniſtry. of Chriſt himſelf ? Though 
the eclat of his wonderful works drew multitudes after 
him, few believed in him; fewer ſtill owned him 
before the world, and his diſciples were a little flock, 
yet theſe few not only received the power of becoming 
the ſons of God, but were the happy inſtruments of 
providence in diſſeminating thoſe principles of truth 
and life, which were in after times, amongſt the 
Gentiles, ** the hope of glory,” and have been © fal- 
vation to the ends of the earth.“ The Chriſtians, 
at firſt, even in the days of the apoſtles, and after 


the reſurrection of Chriſt, were a ſmall ſect, incon- 
F ſiderable 


| 14 ] 
fiderable in number and every where ſpoken avainft 2 


yet, in conſequence of their faith and zeal, the 


goſpel, which againſt all the oppoſition of faſhion 
and the multitude they embraced, hath become the 


religion of a great part of the world. 


So true 1s it that feeble efforts may be and have 
been followed with a great effect; and“ where two 
&« or three are gathered together” to worſhip God or 
ein the name of Jeſus,” thoſe few have been edified, 
the public cauſe of religious truth promoted, and God 


found of them that ſeek him. 


What, indeed, have numbers to do with the 
court of heaven? What is a full aſſembly, what 
are multitudes of worſhippers in the eye of Gop z 
befofe that great and glorious Being, before whom 
© the nations are as a drop of the bucket ;” yea, 
< all nations are before him as nothing and they are 
counted to him as leſs than nothing and vanity ?” 
With him fincerity of devotion is every thing, and 
the perſon of an humbie and contrite heart, though 
ſtanding far off by himſelf, is his temple, 

Theſe reflections, which are evidently juſt, ſhould 
correct that ſtreſs which many are apt to lay on wor- 
ſhipping where there is a great number. It is a plea- 
{ure to a reflecting mind to read, as we do read in. 
the New Teſtament, of churches that did not extend 
beyond the circle of a family ; nor even always to 
that. We read of the church in the houſe of Phi- 


lemon, 


„ 


1 
lemon, of that in the houſe of Aquilla and Priſcilla, 
and of another in the houſe of Nymphas. What 


was wanting to entitle theſe little communities to that 
name ? They were believers, aſſembling together in 


| the name of Chriſt, having his intereſt in view, and 


enjoying his promiſed bleffing of the divine preſence 
and favour. The moſt crouded aſſembly may con- 
ſiſt but of few real worſhippers ; fincere in their de- 
votion and attached to the cauſe of piety and truth. A 
full houſe may be compared to an extenſive field, in 
which the ſeed may be ſown in great abundance , but 
as the fertility of the ground is to be eſtimated not by 
the quantity of the ſeed ſown, but by the produce ; ; 
ſo not the number of thoſe who ſay, Amen, or who 
hear the word, but the progreſs made in divine 
knowledge and in the practice of righteouſneſs will | 
conſtitute the true glory of the aſſembly Wh prove 
the uſefulneſs of the miniſtry. 

There may ariſe circumſtances, under which it 
will be a credit to a miniſter, that he is left by a 
great proportion of his people. It was an honour 
to Chriſt, that many went back, and walked no 
more with him; for this deſertion was provoked by 
his fidelity in not ſoftening their worldly views, 
Yet he was greater and more ufeful as the preacher 
of truth, than if he had met their wiſhes and tam- 
pered with their prejudices. Thoſe who remained 
with him were the ſeals of his miniſtry, and the 

F 2 ſupports | 
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ſupports of his cauſe. Many an excellent diſcourſe 
116 did the holy Jeſus deliver, in a parlour, to a private 
Ie family; and remarkable was the effect of the ad- 
mirable inſtructions he conveyed in a ſermon he 
[ | ' preached to a ſingle perſon, the woman of Samaria. 

It hath often happened, and ſtill is the caſe, that 


If 

Ii! they who would worſhip the Almighty in fincerity 
Willis and truth, agreeably to their own apprehenſions of 
[| ll WF the nature and purity of chriſtian worſhip ; or that he 


who would not handle the word of God deceitfully 
i but by manifeſtation of the truth, muſt act in a narrow 
11 ſphere: the one muſt be ſatisfied with a few hearers, 
ö and the others muſt meet in a ſmall company. For, 

| in an early period of chriſtianity, great corruptions. 
| have been mingled with the chriſtian doctrine. The 
1 | reformation from popery did, but in a degree, re- 


move theſe corruptions. Many yet remain. It is 
1 the judgment of ſome us, at leaſt, that many yet 
1} iſh 'deface the glory, and enervate the ſpirit, of pure 
| chriſtianity. In this caſe, what have we to do, bur 
to withdraw from thoſe ſocieties where we conceive 
the worſhip is not directed to the proper object, or 
wh where human inventions have been blended with it? 
WF There may. not appear to the many, perhaps, 
if ground for ſeparation : for error and will-worſhip 


10 have always had numerous partiſans. But © two or 
1 e three gathered together in the name of Chriſt” are 
| ſufficient to edify one another; and may, according 

a | | to 
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and our hearts diſapprove? 


L 
to Chriſt's promiſe, expect the acceptance and favour 
of God. It ſeldom happens, that religious principles 
can be freely diſcuſſed in a mixed and large audience. 
Men are alarmed and grow angry, if their notions 
are attacked. It is often neceſſary, that he, who 


not pleaſing men but God, would make a fair, im- 
partial exhibition of divine truth, muſt reſt ſatisfied 


with doing it to a few, who are capable of bearing 


It. 

On theſe grounds, as men's minds become more 
informed and enlightened,” and as it becomes a 
matter of conſcience with them to preſerve the faith 
of Chriſt pure and undefiled, it will be neceſſary to 
form diſtinct aſſociations for religious worſhip, It 
ſhould be no bar to the forming ſuch diſtinct reli- 
gious communities that they will conſiſt of a few 
only. I was thus, that the kingdom of Cbriſt was 
firſt formed. To aſſociations of two or three for 
his cauſe, he has given the ſanction of his authority 
and the encouragement of his promiſe. And it 
cannot. admit a doubt, whether it be not preferable 
to worſhip the only true God, with our own family 
only, agreeably to the ſcriptures and in the language 
of ſincerity and truth, than to join the largeſt ſociety 
with every circumſtance of ſtate, convenience and 
ſplendor in a worſhip which the ſcriptures forbid, 


On 
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On theſe principles, the little ſanctuary, in which 
we have now for the firſt time met together, is 
built: they have been judiciouſly and candidly 
ſtated in the Addreſs you have heard. Theſe 
walls ſtand as a monument of a pious defire to 
have the worſhip of Almighty God conducted on 
a ſcriptural plan, of having the prayers and praiſes 
offered up only to one divine being, the Gop and 
Fartur of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and of having 
the word of the goſpel preached here, without 
hurting the minds of others, with perfe& freedom, 
but with candour. This deſign, it is hoped, may be 
and will be purſued without interrupting the offices 
of friendſhip and neighbourhood, without any ali- 

enation of chriſtian charity and good will towards 
other Chriſtians; or thoſe who will continue to aſſem- 
ble in a nearly adjoining houſe of prayer“. Grace, 
mercy and peate from God our Father, and from . 
Lord Feſus Chriſt be ever with THEM. leh & 2; Bog 

Let us all, however divided as to places of 
aſſembling together, follow one object: let that be 
TRUTH, and truth only. I am induced here though 
it may be' a digreſſion, to give you the farewel 
ſpeech, to his congregation, of Mr. Robinſon, the 


There has been for a great number of years, a ſociety ul | 
Proteſtant and in the town of Uffculme. 


father 


E 

fathet of the Independents, in the laſt century, as 
pertinent in this connection.“ For my part,” ſays 
he, I cannot ſufficiently bewail the condition of 
« of the reformed churches, who are come to a 
« period in religion, and will go at preſent no further 
than the inſtruments of their reformation. The 
&* Lutherans cannot be drawn to go beyond what 
Luther ſaw ; whatever part of his will God hath 
ce revealed to Calvin, they will rather die than em- 
e brace it: and the Calviniſts, you lee, ſtick faſt where 
they were left by that great man of God, who yet 
* {aw not all things. This is a miſery much to be 
e lamented. * For, though they were burning and 
e ſhining lights in their times, yet they penetrated 
© not into the whole counſel of God; but were they 
* now living, would be as willing to embrace farther 
light as that which they firſt received. I beſeech 
c you remember, that it is an article of your church 
« covenant, that you be ready to receive whatever 
truth ſhall be made known to you from the written 
word of God*.” 5 

The miſery here pathetically lamented, doth by 
no means exiſt now to the ſame degree, in which it 
prevailed at that time. But much of the ſame diſpo- 
ſition to reſt in the points, to which the reformation 
was at firſt carried, ſtill remains. There is ſtill much 


Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans, 8yo, vol, II. p. 130. 
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fiverſion to free-enquiry ; and with great reluctance 
are long received ſentiments, or even phraſes, given 
up. This being the caſe, it is with great propriety, 


that we call upon men to © prove all things, to try 


* the ſpirits and to examine whether they be in Chriſt,” 
acting upon the truly chriſtian plan. Let the num- 
bers, who will do this be ever ſo ſmall, God is with 


them ; and the principles which they embrace, it 


they be his truth, will prevail. 

To us it ſeems, that this is remarkably the caſe 
with reſpect to thoſe anitarian ſentiments, on which 
this place of worſhip is opened. They are gaining 
ground in proportion as men enquire and examine. 
About one hundred and fifty years ſince Mr. Biddle 
raiſed a little ſociety to hold forth this faith®. That 
was broken up with his death. The excellent Mr. 


Emlyn, after his ſufferings in Ireland, preached to a 


{mall congregation in the metropolis united in the 
ſame ſentiments. This did not long ſubſiſt+, Un- 
der the great Mr. Peirce aroſe, in a *neighbouring 
city, another community of deyout worſhippers, on 
the ſame plan, which, though not large, hath exiſted 
to this day. The ſeed ſown, in the firſt inſtance, 
| hath not been loſt, The light which was kindled, 
though apprehended, for a time and even for years, 


* Sec the author's Memoirs of the Life of Mr. Biddle. 
+ Dr. Foſter's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Emlyn, p. 37. 
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to have been extinguiſhed, till exiſted; and hath 
broken forth again, and now ſpreads with a growing 
brightneſs and power, and will, we doubt not, yet 


ſpread. 
Theſe things are mentioned to ſhew the value and 


influence of a teſtimony borne to the truth, though ar 
firſt few only diſcern it: they are brought forward 
to quicken and animate every attempt to promote 
religious diſcuſſion and to preſerve the ſincerity of a 
religious profeſſion*. The weakneſs and errors, that 
may remain, will in time be done away; and the 


* 


„The above remarks, it is preſumed, will prevent any 
one's concluding from the mention of theſe facts only, that 
Unitarian ſentiments originated with Mr. Biddle. They are 
adduced, not to give the hiſtory of Unitarianiſm, but only to 
illuſtrate a general principle, viz. that the efforts even of a 
few will have their effect. Mr. Biddle is to be contzdered 
not as the author of a new ſect, but as the reviver of a long 
loſt truth. Though, even before his time, this truth was 
not ſo loſt, but ſome knew it and avowed it. Soon after 
the commencement of the reformation in England, Unitarians 
were ſo numerous that government was alarmed at the ſpread 
of their doctrine. In Poland it had been embraced and pro- 
feſſed by whole ſocieties of Chriſtians. It was the doftring-” 
of the earlieſt Chriſtians derived from the diſcourſes of 
Chriſt and from the inſtructions and writings of the apoſtles. 
There is one Gon, the FaTHER: and one Mediator between 
Pod and men, the Man CurisT Jesus. 
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fiverſion to free-enquiry ; and with great reluctance 
are long received ſentiments, or even phraſes, given 
up. This being the caſe, it is with great propriety, 
that we call upon men to © prove all things, to try 
* the ſpirits and to examine whether they be in Chriſt,” 
acting upon the truly chriſtian plan. Let the num- 
bers, who will do this be ever ſo ſmall, God is with 
them; and the principles which they embrace, if 

they be his truth, will prevail. 
To us it ſeems, that this is remarkably the caſe 
with reſpect to thoſe unitarian ſentiments, on which 


_ , this place of worſhip is opened. They are gaining 
ground 1n proportion as men enquire and examine.” 


About one hundred and fifty years fince Mr. Biddle 
raiſed a little ſociety to hold forth this faith®. That 
was broken up with his death. The excellent Mr. 
Emlyn, after his ſufferings in Ireland, preached to a 
{mall congregation in the metropolis united in the 
ſame ſentiments. This Uh not long ſubſiſt r. Un- 
der the great Mr, Peirce aroſe, in a neighbouring 
city, another community of devout worſhippers, on 
the ſame plan, which, though not large, hath exiſted 
to this day. The ſeed ſown, in the firſt inſtance, 
| hath not been loſt, The light which was kindled, 
though apprehended, for a time and even for years, 


* Sec the author's Memoirs of the Life of Mr. Biddle. 
Dr. Foſter's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Emlyn, p. 37. 
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to have been extinguiſhed, ſtill exiſted; and hath 
broken forth again, and now ſpreads with a growing 
brightneſs and power, and will, we doubt not, yet 


ſpread. 
Theſe things are mentioned to ſhew the value and 


influence of a teſtimony borne to the truth, though ar 
firſt few only diſcern it : they are brought forward 
to quicken and animate every attempt to promote 
religious diſcuſſion and to preſerve the ſincerity of a 
religious profeſſion®. The weakneſs and errors, that 
may remain, will in time be done away; and the 


„The above remarks, it is preſumed, will prevent any 
one's concluding from the mention of theſe facts only, that 
Unitarian ſentiments originated with Mr. Biddle, They are 
adduced, not to give the hiſtory of Unitarianiſm, but only to 
illuſtrate a general principle, viz. that the efforts even of a 
few will have their effect. Mr. Biddle is to be congdered 
not as the author of a new ſect, but as the reviver of a long 
loſt truth. Though, even before his time, this truth was 
not ſo loſt, but ſome knew it and avowed it. Soon after 
the commencement of the reformation in England, Unitarians 
were ſo numerous that government was alarmed at the ſpread 
of their doctrine. In Poland it had been embraced and pro- 


ſeſſed by whole ſocieties of Chriſtians. It was the doctrinęg 


of the earlieſt Chriſtians derived from the diſcourſes of 
Chriſt and from the inſtructions and writings of the apoſtles. 
There is one God, the FaTHER: and one Mediator between 


Pod and men, the Man CHRIST Jesus. 
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good done will be productive of more good. God. 
by his holy ſon Jeſus hath ſaid, Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am 
* in the midſt of them. 

But- I would haſten to a cloſe ; ſuffer the words 
of exhortation, if we call upon you, Chriſtians, to 
carry this principle, of acting with a regard to the 
name of Chriſt, to the authority of his laws and the 
glory of his cauſe, into the whole of your condut?. 
«To me,” faith, the apoſtle, © to live is Chriſt.” 
No motto can better ſuit thoſe who are placed under 
his inſtructions, and are to look for eternal life through 
him. It becometh us to remember what we owe to 
to our character and hope, as Chriſtians. If, by the 


- purity of our worſhip and the truth of our doctrine 


we piouſly aim to be * the ſalt of the earth and the 
« light of the world,” this pious aim, to have its full 
effect; muſt diffuſe itſelf through our whole converſa- 
tion. Chriſtianity is excellent, as furniſhing a rule of 


worſhip, a plan of pure and exalted devotion, But 


the worſhip of God is only one part of our duty; 


and devotion is ene ingredient only in our chriſtian 


character. That, to be conſiſtent muſt be made up 
of every virtue, and be adorned with every grace. 
It is an apoſtolic maxim; Whatſoever you do, do 
« all in the name of Chriſt.” In all caſes and 
circumſtances ſupport the name and honour of his 

| diſciples, 
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diſciples. In this courſe of life God will be with vs. 
We ſhall dwell in God, and God in us, 

Laſtly, If what hath been ſaid, apply to encourage 
and animate our devotion and piety under very diſ- 
couraging circumſtances; if what hath been offered, 
goeth directly to comfort and invigorate our ſpirits, 
When we act almoſt alone in the cauſe of Chriſt and 
divine truth; and if in this view there be a power 
and ſweetneſs in the conſolations the text ſuggeſts — 
Let us reflect, how happy and glorious will it be 
for us, when, in the future world, we are raiſed 
above all thoſe diſheartening impreſſions which need 
theſe ſupports of faith, theſe aſſurances of grace. 

The largeſt aſſembly of pious worſhippers, whicti 
can be now convened, bears no proportion to that 
great multitude, which will be gathered from © every 
* kindred, and tongue, and nation, before the throne, 
and before the Lamb.“ To that grand aſſociation, 
from theſe little meetings of two or three met to- 
gether in the name of Chriſt, carry forward, Chriſtians, 
your thoughts and hopes. There you will adore the 
Father of mercies and the Father of all, in a full, 
comprehenſive and perfect aſſembly. There our 
differences ſhall ceaſe, and our mutual animoſities be 
forgotten. There one ſpirit of truth ſhall enlighten 
us, and one bond of love uniteall the triumphant band, 
There, in the church of the firſt-born, in the temple 
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of everlaſting light and glory, no error will attach 
itſelf to our devotions; no want of the counte- 
nance of others will damp our zeal; no gloomy, 
deſponding apprehenſions will hang upon our minds, 


Harmony and truth ſhall prevail : and, with har- 
mony and truth, exalted deyotion and fulneſs of joy. 


Amen. 


IL. 1 2 


PRAYER before SERMONE, 


TERNAL and Almighty God, thou art God 
alone, and beſides thee there is no other, — 
Worthy art thou, O Lord, to receive glory, honour 
and power; for thou haſt created all things, and 
for thy pleaſure they are and were created, With 
humility and reverence, we bow before thee, as that 
ever living and ſupreme God, before whom angels 
and archangels bow down with profound veneration. 
Thouſands of glorious ſpirits ſurround thy throne ; 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand miniſter in thy 
preſence. We rejoice, with holy gratitude, that we 
are invited to draw nigh to thee, in the duties of thy 
worſhip; and are encouraged by thy goodneſs and 
promiſes, to believe, that from this lower world, 
prayers and praiſes will be accepted by thee, the 
Father of ſpirits and the God who heareſt prayer. 
We rejoice, that thou, O merciful Father, whoſe 
preſence fills all nature, whoſe throne is in the 
heavens, whoſe glory no eye can behold, whoſe 
majeſty and greatneſs no thoughts can comprehend, 


* This and the following Prayer are added at particular 
requeſt, 


who 


Ty 


who dwelleſt not in temples made with hands, doſt 
graciouſly condeſcend to dwell with the humble 
and contrite, and will hear the ſupplications of the 


.righteous. Our ſouls would aſpire to the joys of 
communion with thee, and to the felicity which 


flows from thy favour. 

From heaven, the habitation of thy holineſs and 
glory, have reſpect to the prayers of thy ſervants and 
to their ſupplications, O Lord our God, to hearken 
unto the cry and the prayers which thy ſervants 
ſhall pray before thee in this houſe. Hear thou 
from thy dwelling place, even from heaven ; and 
when thou heareſt, forgive. May there ever be 
preſented unto thee, within theſe walls, the offerings 
of pure, humble and grateful devotion. © Increaſe” 
among thy ſervants who ſhall aſſemble here, and 
« in the world at large, a ſpirit of ſerious inquiry 
<« into thy revealed word, that may alarm and awaken 
« thoſe unhappy men who are aſleep in unbelief, 
e or immerſed in ſenſuality and vice, leſt they be 
«. given up to an hardened unſearching mind, the 
t moſt fatal ſtate of thy rational creatures, made 
&* for thyſelf and for endleſs improvement in truth | 
% and righteouſneſs*.” 


* Mr. Lindſey's Prayer before Sermon, on opening the 
New Chapel in Eſſex-ſtreet, March 29, 1778. | 
Send 
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Send down thy ſpecial bleſfing on thy ſervant 
who ſhall, here, lead the worſhip of thy people, and 
preach unto them thy glorious and everlaſting goſpel. 
Animate and proſper his miniſtrations. Inflame 
his heart with zeal and love; inſpire his lips with 
eloquence and argument. May he have the honour 
and happineſs of turning many to righteouſneſs, and 
of ſpreading the knowledge and power of thy truth, 

Open the hearts of thy people to receive the 
truth in the love of it: may they be diſpoſed, with 
holy readineſs, to know and do thy will: prepare 
and perfect them to every good work; may they 
taſte, in the duties of devotion, the nobleſt pleaſures ; 
may they go away, from the inſtructions of thy 
houſe, enlightened and edified ; and, by the word of 
thy truth, be preſerved to thy heavenly kingdom. 
To thee, the king, eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 
only wiſe God be given, honour and glory for 
ever. Amen. 


PRAYER 
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PRAYER after SERMON. 


Incomprehenſible Jehovah ; the holy, holy, 
holy Lord God, the Almighty, the one only 
living and true God, the one ſupreme Father of all; 
to whom and to whom alone the higheſt veneration 
and homage of thy rational creatures are due, may 
we now go away rejoicing in the profeſſion of thy 
holy truth, diſpoſed to advance it with renewed 
ardour of mind, and humbly reſolving to walk 
worthy of it. May our profeſſion of piety be 
regular, habitual and fervent. May it be ſupported 
and adorned by every amiable and uſeful virtue; 


and carried into all the walks of life, cheriſhing 


candour and meekneſs, diſplaying itſelf in bene- 
volence and all virtue, and guarding the purity 
of our minds and the ſobriety of our converſation, 
May the admonitions, with which we have been now 
addreſſed, fix the beſt impreſſions on our minds; 
may they awaken enquiry, promote candour, lead 
ſome into a more perfect knowledge of thy will, 
and confirm us all in holy deſires to know and do 
it, May thy truth, with the knowledge, love and 


fervice of thee, the only true God, prevail more and 
\ more, 
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more. May it, from one Lord's day to another, 
be carried on, in this place, with increaſing pleaſure 
and ſucceſs. | 

When thy ſervants who worſhip here ſhall finiſh 
their courſe of duty and ſervice here on earth, 
may their children ſucceed to them in the ſame 
warfare of faith and holineſs. May they in like 
manner, lift up their hearts unto thee, and teach 
thoſe that come after them to praiſe, love and obey 
thee; till thy defigns ſhall be accompliſhed in this 
world; and we and they and all who love our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity ſhall form one grand, tri- 
umphant aſſembly before the throne of the Eternal 
above, accepted according to thy mercy in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Amen, | 
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